The Family Room 2009-2010 Annual Report

“The Family Room has
been a tabulous support
and environment for us.
e, hoveespe

g T cially loved

;’:” *  Thaving the

girls at the beautitul new

-amily Room home — i

nas really felt like a home

1
1O Me.







Letter

he mission of The Family Room is fo provide supportive and educational pro-

grams for families with children under the age of four. The Family Room cre-

afes a community that nurtures healthy family development and parenting.
Providing support at this early stage helps build a secure foundation for the future.

So many families in our community are living far from extended family and are look-
ing fo connect with others in the same stage of life, fo share common experiences and
make friends. We serve not individual children, but entire families. In this past fiscal
year we have welcomed 130 new families to our community and have served well
over 1000 families since the inception of The Family Room in 2002.

Our Board of Directors is made up of ten committed individuals, several of whom
have served on the board since the inception of The Family Room, including co-
founder, Lynn Altschul. The leadership has grown to include a diverse group of individ-
uals representing an array of skills, from the areas of law, marketing, social work,
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academia, and community leadership. Through monthly meefings and commitiee
work, the board is an active part of the life of the organization, using their expertise fo
raise funds and support the work of The Family Room.

The members of The Family Room sfaff demonstrate a passionate commitment fo
the work that we do. Several of the eight staff were original founding members of
The Family Room, including cofounder Paula PhilipsBiliter. Taken together, staff mem-
bers have decades worth of experience serving children and families, though each
brings unique experiences and training, which provide a rich environment for the fami-
lies we serve. They are trained in the areas of infant studies, social work, family and
individual counseling, and child development and education. Staff members inferact
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with parents, children, caregivers and extended family members during their visits fo
provide the support and encouragement young families need and deserve.

The Volunteers we utilize at The Family Room are graduatelevel and postgraduate
students from the prestigious Erikson Insfitute in Chicago, the leading educational sef
fing for the fraining of students in child development. We are very fortunate o have
their expertise and knowledge of current thinking and research in the area of child
development. In addition, we have a sfrong group of parents in our volunteer Parent
Auxiliary, who meet monthly to strategize about program offerings and to provide
fundraising support through their own efforts. The Auxiliary organized three events in
this fiscal year, raising over $5,000. These were in addifion fo the events sponsored
by the Board of Direcfors.

Key Partnerships
We are very fortunate fo have had the privilege to work with the following local key
community partners this year, who have helped fo sustain us financially during this
tough financial year.
e Edith-Marie Appleton Foundation
* Evanston Community Foundation
* Francis Beidler Foundation
e The Children’s Initiative: A Project of the |.B. and M K. Pritzker Family Foundation
® The Steele Foundation

Without their generous gifts, we would have looked at making severe cuts in
programming and sfaffing, but with their help, we were able to continue to offer a
steady, fully-staffed program calendar.

Program Offerings

Together Time, or Family Dropn, is an informal playtime for families and their children
ages birth to four years. Together Time provides a safe and stimulating environment
with thoughtfully chosen, developmentally appropriate toys and activities, snacks and
a brief circle time with songs and sfories. Families meet and play together while early
childhood specialists are available to answer parenting and child development ques-
fions. We have 6 different fimes per week for Together Time to accommodate families’
schedules and small children’s typical napfimes.

Baby N Me | and Baby N Me Il are 5-week groups for first- time parents and their ba-
bies, age birth to one year. Participants meet other new parents, learn about infant de-
velopment and other important issues relating fo becoming a parent. Infant specialists
facilitate the groups as parents share the challenges of new parenthood.
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3 & 4 Explore, a monthly program offers three and four yearolds activities centered
on a parficular fopic of interest to them such as cars and frucks, music, and garden-
ing. Activities include singing, finger-plays, use of the flannel board, crafts, moving to
music and generally having a good time. This program provides a nice way fo learn
what it is like to be in a group and enjoy developmentally appropriate activities that

foster leaming, confidence and competence.

More for 41, offered once a week, is a special droprin for the older set. It is designed
with the needs of fours in mind, but their younger siblings are welcome too! The sfruc-
ture and activities of the droprin are created for those imaginative fours and include
dressups and a monthly theme expressed through sfory books, art projects, songs
and movement. Our fraditional circle time and free play are also part of More for 41.
Parents meet one another and have an opportunity to engage with our staff during
the droprin.

Parenting Workshops In collaboration with Parents Circle, we offer monthly Parent-
ing Workshops: professionally led discussions on a range of child development and
parenting fopics for parents of young children. Typical offerings are such topics as
Sibling Relationships, Setting Limits, Toilet Training and Nutrition for Your Toddler.

Family Events The Family Room regularly offers Family Events; special times for the
entire family focused around a particular theme such as Halloween, Valentine's Day
and Winter Magic. Exciting enfertainment such as a puppet show or a local musical
performer may be included. These events provide the opportunity to have fun, create
lasting memories and meet other families. Birthday parties are celebrated on many
weekends at The Family Room as well.

Communityworks Through a grant with the Evanston Community Foundation called
Communityworks, we are able fo offer a once a month, evening droprin that includes
dinner, which is offered to community families who are receiving home visiting serv-
ices through the Communityworks grant program. These families are referred to us
through local agencies serving families at risk. We have served over 25 families
through this program in the past year.

Year in Review
The year of this report, July 2009 through June 2010, was a period in the hisfory of
our organization that produced the most challenges, both for us as an organization,
and for the families we serve. The year was marked by the rapid downturn of the
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economy, which affected the financial support given to notfor-profits around the coun-
iry. In oddition, many parents we serve found themselves without jobs. The HTNT flu
epidemic provided a further challenge in that it lowered our attendance rate by 30%
for several months. While we are glad the year is behind us, we leamed from it. We
are grafeful that these challenges provided us an opportunity fo be creative in coming
up with solutions fo the problems we faced. We are proud that in a time that other
community organizations were forced to close or layoff staff, we stayed committed to
serving the families who come every day to The Family Room. We made changes in
our programming and in our budgeting so that it would have the least impact on the
services and our families. We are grateful fo the many supporters who stuck by us, fo
our families who continued to make time with their small children a priority while
pinching pennies.

Financial Report

In FY 20092010 we had an annual budget of $169,000, and we ended our year
with a tofal income of $147,853, a shortfall of 9% of the total budget. This shortfall
reflects the drop in aftendance due to the HINT flu epidemic, and the increase in
scholarships offered fo families experiencing job loss (we offered twenty-one scholar-
ships during this period). VWe are happy to report that the income from donors, prima-
rily individuals and family foundations, was as budgeted, and demonstrates the
support of our donors during tough economic times was unchanged. Income from do-
nations and direct appeals made up 50% of our budgeted income, grants and events
12.5% each, and program fees 25% of the fotal income.

Income Sources Expenses

B Donations and Direct Appeals B Programs

B Program Fees B Administration
B Crants B Development
I Events

Our expenses for the year totaled $132,650 which was 8% under budget. We
were able to reduce spending by eliminating only one droprin session, adjusted staff
hours and wages, and added programming that would bring in additional income.
Our expenses were divided between programming (72%), administrative {14 %), and
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development expenses (14 %). We were able fo end the fiscal year with a small cush-
ion of 10% of our next annual budget, or $15,000 1o get us on good footing for the
beginning of the new fiscal year, July 1, 2010.

Future Outlook
The Family Room created their first Strategic Plan in 2008, which addressed the
areas of Programming, Human Resources, Board Governance, Resource Develop-
ment, and Marketing. Much work in all these areas has been done by joint commit-
fees of the board and staff since 2008, bringing the organization forward and
creating a sturdy foundation for the future. The Strategic Plan will be reassessed in
2011, and new initiatives planned.

The past year has seen growth in our programming for preschool- age children.
We began a weekly program for fouryear-olds, expanded our birthday party pro-
gram, and starfed our first ever Summer Camp. The camp experience we offered is a
unique one in the Evanston area, and focused on literature- based activities, boosfing
the skills and knowledge of these young children as they prepared for preschool in the
fall. The camp received rave review from children and parents alike, and we hope to
grow the new program in coming years.

In the coming years, as we revisit our Strategic Plan, our focus will be on expand-
ing our programming beyond our four walls at the current location, and reaching out
info the greater Evanston Community. Our desire is to have a second location in South
Evanston, where there is need for a family support program such as ours, and where
we believe we can have a significant impact.



Supporters

Private Foundations and Funds

Altschul Family Fund

Berkson and Edelstein Fund through the Evansion Community Foundation

Bessie BerkowitzByer Fund of The Community Foundation

Bondy-Kaplan Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
"The Centennial Confinuity Funds ”

Edith-Marie Applefon Foundation

Eugene and Janet Lemer Lemer Family Foundation

Francis Beidler Foundation

Kellcie Fund

New Prospect Foundation

"The Children’s Initiative * Project of J.B. and M. Pritzker Family Foundation

Paul and Margaret Lurie Family Fund
through the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago legacies and Endowments

Sanford and Doris Slavin Foundation

Schwab Charitable Fund

Steele Foundation

Grants

Tzedakah Fund — Beth Emet, the Free Synagogue of Evanston
Evanston Community Foundation - Communityworks

Evanston Community Foundation - root2fruit

$20,000 and Above
Edith-Marie Applefon Foundation

$5,000 to $10,000
Lynn and Joel Altschul
Nancy and Ralph Segall

$1,000 to $4,999 Ed Getz

Esther Altschul In honor of Terri Drews
including $2500 in honor of lynn and Joanna and Mike Hakimi
Joel Altschul’s anniversary and Jared Polis
$50 in memory of Diane Stern Vicky and Don Scott

Anonymous Sue and Andy Sklansky

Deb and Alan Feldman
In honor of Beverly Feldman

$500 to $999 Lynne and George Simon

Susan Avril and Remy Dercksen Elizabeth Tisdahl

Noel and Jim Blackburn Laura Tucker and Peter Giangreco
Colleen and Joseph Chappelle Bernice Weissbourd

Christina Enroth and Dave Cugell Janet and Christopher Winslow

Michele Duprey and Scott Suchowolec



$100 to $499
John Abramson
Sarah and Justin Albert
Sue Ann Claser and Alan Alson
Martha Arntson
Cynthia Ashton
In honor of lou Weiss
Mary Jo Barrett and Dennis O'Keefe
lorie and Kerry Barton
Paula and Fred Biliter
Jan and Francis Bomher
In honor of Lynn Altschul
Judy and Peter Bordwell
Natalia and Robert Buchanan
Vickie and Timothy Burke
Sarah and John Butter
Jayne Byer
In honor of Joanna Hakimi
Tom Byer
In honor of Joanna Hakimi
Amalya and Christopher Campbell
In honor of Noel Blackburn
Carol Chesnin and Howard Ellegant
Julie Coplon
Isabel and Robert Curley
Deborah and Forrest Danson
Mary Phillips Davies
Kim and Joe Decker
Lynn and Pefer Denberg
Julianne and Mark Dieterich
Shawn Dougherty
Tracy and Pefer Douglass
Kristie Higdon and Thomas Draganski
Sue and Jerry Feldman
Richard Feldman
Carol and Rick Fessler
Merle and Terry Fippinger
Julia and Jeff Forgash
lisa and Mike Fowler
In memory of Beverly and Harvey Feldman
John Fox
Susan and Kenneth Fox
Selma Friedland
Susan and Daniel Frohling
Cindy and Stuart Garbut
lisa Gendel

lorraine and Godfrey Getz
Marji Getz and David Sheftel
In honor of Terri Drews and Ed Gelz
& in honor of The Getz Cousins
Colleen and Mark Gibbs
M.E. and Christopher Girgenti
Kate and Marin Gjajo
Robert Gluckman
Michal and Craig Golden
Sondra and Carl Goldenberg
In honor of Joanna and Michael Hakimi
Candice Green and Dave Schoenfeld
Ingrid Gregersen and Byungll Seo
linda and Reb Grierson
Joan Habinek and Dave Studenmund
Val and Yosef Hakimi
Stacy Harker
Jennifer and Jeff Harris
Gail and Tom Hodges
Michelle and Doug Hofmeister
In honor of Lynn and Joel Altschul's
40th Anniversary
Kerri Holleb and Christopher Hotaling
Myra and Lincoln Janus
Karen Jared
Judith E. Koehler
Ruth Krugly and Darryl Davidson
L2L Investments
Lucy and Kenneth Lehman
Janet and Eugene Lerner
Susan and Roland Lieber
In honor of Lynn Altschul
Elizabeth and Vance Liebman
Janice Liten and Mike Schnur
Margaret and Paul Lurie
Anne Malec
Thomas Mallers
Amy and Kevin McJoynt
Laura and Barry Miller
Virginia Moran
Susan and Bruce Munro
Amy Goldberg and Peter Nierman
Vivian and Stanley Nitzberg
Aimee and Mike Nolan
Eileen and Glen Noren
Cathy and Tom Omundson
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$100 to $499 continued
Betty Papangelis
Susan and Dean Pappas
Arthur Pardee

In-memory of Dr. Ruth Sager
Kathleen Park and James Kwok
Lisa Pildes
Lynne Raimondo and Stanley Parzen
Julie and John Rapisarda
Colleen Reedy and Kornel Simons
Eleanor Revelle
Sharon and Keith Robinson
Beth and Gabe Rodriguez

In honor of lisa Friedland
Natalie and Joe Romano
Louise Rosenblum

In honor of her great kidls!
Mary and Emest Roth
Joan Safford
Naria and John Santa Lucia
Ann and Keith Sarpolis
Judith and David Schiffman
Fred Schubert

Barbara Schwarz and Tom Klitzkie

Kathleen and Brian Scullion
Nancy Segal
Carrie Goldman-Segall and Andew Segall
In honor of Nancy Segall

Carol Shukur and Arthur Gunther
Alice Sklansky
Jeffrey Slavin
Meg and Rick Slayton
Jodi Smith-Cohen
Terese and Rob Sommer
Joan Suchowolec

In memory of larry Suchowolec
Edna and Larry TerMolen
Shirlene Ward and Kevin Kipp
Sue Warner and Ann Ballard
Karen and Richard Weiland
Vicky Seglin and Lou Weiss
Blair Wellensiek and Karl Peters
leslie and Tom Weyhrich
Cindy Wilson and Chip Peters
Patti Jo Yuswak

In honor of Lou Weiss
Margie and Mark Zivin

In honor of lou Weiss

$1 to $99

Jean Amold

Judith Artwick

Susan Bachman and Scott Rovner
Terry Beem

Marc Bermann

Diane and Karl Berolzheimer
Krista Biliter

Nicole and Chad Boomgaarden
linda and Alfred Borcover

Sheila and Ray Brand

Cathy and Art Brerefon

Victoria Brown and Gregory Ellis
Anonymous

Mary Jane and Edward Chainski
Sarah and Nisan Chavkin

Dana Cohen and David Spitulnik
Hedy Cohen

Carol Colby

Jacqueline and Phillip Crihfield

Sheila McCarthy and David Daskovsky

Mary and William Debes

Anonymous
Reva and Morton Denlow
In honor of Tracy Denlow
Julie Dorfman and Jerry Herst
Patti and Lanny Drews
Christy and James Duprey
Ellyn and Jim Duprey
In honor of Michele, Scott, Bella and Sebby
Elizabeth Ester and Michael Brody
Marilyn and Donald Faloon
Susie and Marty Fine
Kathy and Mark Fisher
lisa and Hugh Flack
Andi and Pefer Friedman
In memory of Beverly and Harvey Feldman
Carla and Mark Frisch
Dona and Stan Gerson
Theresa Koke and Andrew Geiz
Michael Gordon
Samantha and David Gordon
Jennifer Epmeier-Grady
Phyllis Greenbaum
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Joanna Greene

Dale Griffin

Anonymous

Lois and Bill Grusich

Sue and James Hagedom

Rachel Hayman and Edward Michael

Lori Hilbrant

Karen Hillman

Megan Horton

Laurie N. and Raymond Howick

Ann Jacobson and Rick Kolsky

Ronna and Les Jacobson

John Kaiser

Carol and Arnie Kanfer

Jenny Kaplan

Colby and Chad Kingsbury

Susan Knight and Larry Jones

Peggy and Gene Kocian

Valerie and Keith Kretchmer

Meg Krulee

Joanne Kunz

Marian Kurz

Tiffany and Tobi Laczkowski

Beth Lange and Bill Martin

Anonymous

Susan Larson

Elaine and Jerry lenz

Adrienne and Sydney Lieberman

Joan Link

Andi and Eric London

Jane and Steve Lupton

Allegra and Robert Magrisso

Kathy and Kaveh Maljcei

Pamela Margules and Joshua Mark

Byrd Matejka

Nell McKitrick and Jim Walenda

linda Mugnaini McMillan and
Stephen McMillan

Brenda and Albert Merkel

Karen and Randall Morgan

Kimberly and Darryl Newman

Meagan Novara and Tom Dennis

Nora O'Connor and Christopher Kean

Melody and Raymond O'leary

One Eleven Group

In honor of Esther Altschul
One Eleven Group
In honor of Lynn and Joel Altschul
Carol Pafinkin and Simon Lesser
In honor of Lisa Friedland
Nicki and Ford Pearson
Anonymous
Nancy Phillips
Joan and Bruce Pikas
John Poust
Emily and David Rabjohns
Anita Remijas and John Bertucci
Maureen and Jeff Rich
Patty and Alan Rubin
LouEllen Saidel
Judith and David Saunders
Sara and Horst Schastok
Steven Scheiberg
Aline and Edward Schuliz
Deborah and Michael Sear
Tracy and David Seglin
Paula and John Shapiro
Karrie and Alan Smookler
Marilee Specior Bass
Ingrid and Bill Stafford
lee Stephenson
Nancy and Jerry Stermer
Anonymous
Shelley and Ric Sutherland
Maria Tolpin and William Hirsch
Micah Toomey and Malcom Sturgis
Debbie and Chuck Trefz
Julie and Ricardo Ugarte
Carlyn and Irv Ungar
Andrea and Jeff Urdangen
Anonymous
Kathryn Vanden Berk
Jeanette and Kevin Vybiral
Susan Wallerstein
Julia and Johannes Weertman
Helen Widen
Melissa and David Wynne
Lenora Zimmerman
Cathy and Tom Omundson
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Family Room programs

Laura and David Epstein

Ingrid Michael

Andie Zamler
Nancy and Joshua Beyer

Jill and Jonathan Fiur
Lisa and Robert Lewis

Dominic Kowalski Memorial Fund
Provides need-based scholarships for

In honor of Meredith Kowalkski’s birthday
Karen and John Borgerding

Mary Kay and Timothy Hanlon
Denice and David Marquardt

Carrie Cicciv-Singer and Robert Singer
Sonali Patil and Rajeev Vasudeva

In honor of Nora Kowalski’s birthday
Rasa Daugmandyte and llya Goberman

Christina and Ronald Markle

Sue Yuen VWu and Neal Simmons

In honor of Xavier Kowalski’s birthday
Michelle and Timothy Kowalski
Maria and James Losiniecki
Karen and Zach Smolinski

In memory of Dominic Kowalski
Natalia and Robert Buchanan
Lars Djuvik
Lindsay and David Edelheit
Lisa Fowler
Mary and Carl Kowalski
Michelle and Timothy Kowalski
Mary and Martin Phelps
Dawn and Ervin Rokosh
Lenore Weissmann

In honor of Collin Browne
Grzegorz Zdrzalka

Sharon Leichenger Memorial Fund
Andi and Peter Friedman
Susan Derex and Jerome Murphy

Parents Night Out

Jennifer* and Kevin Ball
Paula and Fred Biliter

Jane Biliter and Darren Angle
Noel and Jim Blackburn
Jeanine Breen

Tracey* and Andrew Denlow
Susan and Kenneth Fox
M.E. and Chris Girgenfi

Kim Graf

Jamie Gray

Susan and Robert Haggard
Stacy Harker

Sue Hersam

Heather Hesfer

Grefchen* and Tony Hind

K. Hughes'lico

Betsy Kempf

Susan Avril and Remy Dercksen

Vicki Levinson and Jason Elzaurdia

This fundraising event was organized by The Parent Auxiliary Commitiee of The Family Room. Our thanks
o the following who contributed through their attendance, donations or purchase of raffle fickets.

Brian Link

Juan Mendoza

Jennifer Nelson

Tonia Nelson

Kimberly and Darryl Newman
Aimee* and Mike Nolan
Meagan Novara™®

Marla* and Eric Polley

Sara and Bill Race

Sharon and Keith Robinson

Yoko and Jeremy Schirer

Marielle Schmidt

Ingrid Gregersen and Byungl Seo
Sue and Andy Sklansky

Micah Toomey* and Malcolm Sturgis
Llou Weiss

Janet and Chris Winslow

*Parent Auxiliary Committee members



Spring Benefit
in the silent auction.

John Abramson
Sue Ann Glaser and Alan Alson
Esther Altschul

Lynn and Joel Altschul

Jean Amold

Susan Avril and Remy Derckson

Terry Beem

Paula and Fred Biliter

Noel and Jim Blackburn

Noatalia and Robert Buchanan
Amalya and Christopher Campbell
Megan and Tod Chambers

Julie Coplon

Deborah and Forrest Danson
Michele Duprey and Scott Sucholowec
Deb and Alan Feldman

Merle and Terrance Fippinger

John Fox

Susan and Kenneth Fox

lisa and Steve Friedland

Susan and Daniel Frohling

lorraine and Godfrey Getz

Colleen and Mark Gibbs

Maria and Albert Goodman

Joan Habinek

Joanna and Mike Hakimi
Val and Yosef Hakimi
Stacy and Matt Harker
Myra and Linc Janus
Susan and Andy Kaplan
Michelle and Tim Kowalski

Our thanks fo the following who contributed through their attendance, donations, and participation

Joanne Kunz

Susan and Roland Lieber

Joan Link

Anne Malec

Nell McKitrick and Jim Wallenda
Susan and Bruce Munro

Aimee and Mike Nolan

Eileen and Glen Noren

Kathleen Park and James Kwok
Tom Rath

Kathy and Bob Reddy

Coleen Reedy and Kornel Simons
Sharon and Keith Robinson
Mary and Emesf Roth

Aline and Ed Schultz

Kathleen and Brian Scullion
Nancy and Ralph Segall

Carol Shukur and Arthur Gunther
Alice Sklansky

Sue and Andy Sklansky

Cathy and Bruce Smerch
Shelley Sutherland

Elizabeth Tisdahl

Julie and Ricardo Ugarte
Shirlene VWard

Sue Warner and Ann Ballard
Llou Weiss

Bernice Weissbourd

Lenore Weissmann

Janet and Chris Winslow
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In-Kind Donations
General

Bonnie Kim

Casteel Coffee
Dave's ltalian Kitchen
Homer's Ice Cream
Meta4 Design, Inc.
Lori Miller

Jim Schermerhorn
Micah Toomey

Top Hat

Vicky Vye

YOU

Parent Event

Amy G. Salon
Beekeeper Corp.

The Biliter Family
Bloodshot Records
Carol's Cookies

Citizen Puppet

Kim and Joe Decker
Evanston School of Ballet
Joanna and Mike Hakimi
Kohl Children’s Museum
lad and Lassie

Maya Papaya & Tony Macarony
Amy and Kevin McJoynt
Justin Roberts

Spex

The Chop Shoppe
Wine Styles

Benefit

Alinea

Amy O. Woodbury
Bartolomei Salon

The Biliter Family
Cookies by Design

Kim and Joe Decker
Michele Duprey and Scott Sucholowec
Ergo Salon

Etienne

Ferkin

Susan and Robert Haggord
Joanna and Mike Hakimi
Hot Mama

Elise Hughes

Jacklin K Salon

Myra and Linc Janus
lifeTime Fitness

Lois and Co.

Make a Messterpiece
Mitchell Museum of the American Indian
Motophoto

Next Theater

Orrington Hotel

Portrait Innovations

Tom Rath

Reiki by Ardath

Victoria Shata Retelny
John Roman

Carrie Goldman-Segall
Sarah Severson

Silkk Road

The Sklansky Family
Start 2 Finish Studio

The Family Room

The Frameworks

Corporate Matching Funds
Baird Foundation
W.W. Grainger
Motorola

Sun Microsystems
Verizon Foundation






The Family Room
3009 Central Street
Evanston, 60201




